Satpuda Foundation

Annual Activity Report 2005-2006

1°' April 2005: Satpuda Foundation signed the MOU with Born Free dne year
programme on monitoring the corridor of Satpuradsaape. This is a one year Project
and may get extended for two more years. In thigept, Born Free would support the
salary of one officer and his expenses for doing treelance work on gathering
information on wildlife corridors and several thi®awithin the corridor in Satpura
landscape.

April 2005: Resettlement of villages from TATR.

The team of SF visited TATR. Mr.Jayesh Paranjapevirarked in two villages Kolasa
and Botezari, produced a report on resettlemerihede villages from TATR. Several
recommendations have been suggested in the report.

April 2005 to March 2006. SF Akola and NIMA Akola adopted Dhakna Cluster

The tribals of Melghat are facing serious healibbgms and the issue is a real challenge
for the Government and the NGOs working here. Bolke this, NCSA felt it necessary
to focus on establishing a permanent health sesyiseem like our Tarubanda initiative.

Satpuda Foundation, Akola unit and NIMA Akola umibmised us to adopt the cluster of
villages around Dhakna in Division-ll of MelghatgBr Reserve, in order to provide
health service on a monthly basis. They promisedbtd regularly, once in a month and
conduct the health camp for the cluster of villagesund Dhakna. NCSA promised to
provide medicines and funds for transportationdfaod accommodation. This initiative
could help a total of 615 patients and provide thieratment and free medicine.
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The team of Doctors and volunteers at Dhakna healtﬁfamp with Dy.&lﬁ Mr.Ravindfa Wan-l{héhde
and MTR staff.

In the last one year, SF Akola unit and NIMA Akelait have conducted 9 health camps
and have received a very good response and theftoeat staff of MTR and NCSA is
getting the benefit of these camps for actual Wedtonservation works.



This initiative treated 513 patients from 11 vikagsituated around Dhakna in Melghat
Tiger Reserve during April to September 2005. Sgbeetly, from October 2005 to
March 2006 the Dhakna initiative treated around p@&ents from 14 villages. An
excellent rapport has been established with villagigrough these health camps.

“We now know that on the second Sunday of everytmgour team will come here for
sure and we will get free of cost and effective itieé@ here” said the Patel from
Bhandum who had come at Dhakna health camp withptients from his village.

Villagers are coming at Dhakna with great expectetiand the MTR staff and NCSA
can now capitalize this “trust” for actual wildlitnservation.

Mr.Ravindra Wankhade, Dy.CF of Wildlife Division Ibf Melghat Tiger Reserve
extended all kinds of support to conduct these samphis division. He personally
visited the health camp on "14ugust 2005 and on 2Mlarch 2006 and congratulated
the team of doctors from NIMA and volunteers ofpgbaia Foundation Akola unifhe
forester from Dhakna Mr.Hatkar also took great eff@uring all these camps. He was
the constant source of assistance for all the matia Dhakna cluster.

April 2005: Mr.Subir Mario Chowfin had been working with SatlauFoundation from
16" April 2004 to 3% March 2005 as a Volunteering staff. He handled the
responsibilities as a City Coordinator for “Kidsr fdigers” programme in Nagpur city.
He had also participated in the field survey at ¥hwildlife sanctuary (Maharashtra)
and community conservation survey in Pench TigeseRe2 of Madhya Pradesh. He left
on completion of his one year assignment succdgsful

19" May 2005: Conservation Films produced on Pench, Mghat and Tadoba.

BNHS and NCSA started education vans in MelghatcReand Tadoba Andhari Tiger
Reserve. These two vans are visiting villages id around these Reserves for making
communities aware about benefits of conservatiobhiodiversity in the Tiger Reserve.
However there were no site specific conservatitmsfiavailable to show to villagers.
Satpuda Foundation assisted Forest departmenbdugping the films with support from
Born Free Foundation.

6-8 June 2005Annual Summer Camp at Nagzira WLS

At 6:30 AM on 8" June 2005, we along with 8 lucky kids of the KFGgramme left for
Nagzira Wildlife Sanctuary in two Sumos, with a wi® have a great time and a hidden
desire of spotting a tiger at least once in thele/irap.

After a 2 hour drive from Nagpur, we finally readhie enquiry office in the sanctuary.
While we were sorting out our accommodatlon andjffmmalltles a forest guard came
in with a report of a tigres{m ~

sitting in the water holef*
just half a kilometer awa
from us. Along with the
guide we rushed to the spq
to find an empty wate




tank. The guide suggested that we check this watler again after 15-20 min and give
her time and privacy to come and sit back in theewhole. After 15 min we returned to
the spot and there she was sleeping in the tanki@ls to the happenings around. After
some time due to some disturbance cause by a welsele, she got up and disappeared
into the woods. But that thirty minute appearameus satisfied and excited.

“This tigress was oblivious to the happenings armbiner”

After team formation, the teams were named as Ghaer’, ‘The Leos’, The Scorpions’,
and ‘The Leopard’ and we left for the evening tralexplore the other areas of the
forest. The teams were told to observe the forasfally and come up with positive and
negative points. Just after 5 min into the forest they spotted a plastic wrapper off the
road. From there emerged a new activity of pickipgall the plastic and other harmful
materials durlng the tralls On the trall we alpotted nearly all the mammals and birds

B listed in the fauna of Nagzira
barring a few rare species.
We spotted many Chital,
Sambar, Nilgai, Wild Boars,
Langurs, Barking Deer, and a
big pack of wild dogs
playing in one of the water
holes. Nearly all the kids saw
the wild dogs for the first
time and were very excited to
spot nearly 10-12 of them
playing in water!

“The pIayfuI pack of W|Id Dogs got the k|dS|tmd’

After we were back from the trail at around while were sitting at the lake check listing
the birds list and the positive and negative points heard chital alarm calls from the
opposite side of the lake. After a few minutes mfiaus observation, we saw something
moving in the grass. And there it was the royalestigpanthera tigrishimself again. He

was sitting in the water so well camouflaged inghass. After a few minutes he rose and
started walking. At some distance he was joinedahgther female tiger which we

supposed was a female. They were walklng togeywvnmg playmg with each other.

After a while the male tige el Ry 7 -
came back to the water a
hid inside the grass. After :
lot of thinking the kids
named this tiger coupld
‘Bunty and Babli’. Because
according to them, thig
couple was fooling the
tourists by making a
appearance just near t
guest house, while everyon
was well deep inside thé
forest to spot them! “Bunty Aur Babli”




After a fruitful first day, on the second day wedha quiz. In the first round the teams
were asked questions based the flora, fauna add bfrNagzira. The second round was
‘Who Am I' and the third round was general wildlitpiestions. We also had a group
discussion about the positive and negative poifthe® sanctuary. According to kids,
there were many unwanted people who come to thetisay and throw a lot of plastic.
As Nagzira is close from three district places Bondia, Bhandara and Nagpur, most of
the people coming there are not interested in obwewildlife and are interested in just
having a picnic by the lake. Like when the tigemrevsitting on the opposite bank, on
this bank there were people wearing bright clotheaking noise, singing, and playing.

On the last day we finalized the check list of bimhd mammals and also listed the
suggested positive and negative points about thetsary. On hearing that Nagzira was
not a tiger reserve, the kids decided to help itifyiog the area around Nagzira in the
sanctuary and finally making it into a Tiger Regeby signature campaigns and petition
sheets. The kids also decided to form a club aret oreevery Sunday for bird watching.

We were joined by Mr. Kundan Hate, previous KFT,gNar coordinator. Mr. Jayesh
Paranjape, KFT, Nagpur coordinator was accompabyjethree volunteers of Satpuda
Foundation, Mr. Manish Chate, Mr. Saurabh Washim&ad Mr. Nilesh Manekar.

20" August 2005;
Satpuda Foundation, Akola unit helped in mass éduca Wan sanctuary.

The Wildlife Division Akot, in charge of the Wan i&&uary, had organized a education
and law enforcement campaign at Dhargad annualtéam@rest the garbage and fire
problem in the sanctuary, in collaboration with t8atpuda Foundation, Akola unit
,Nature Conservation Society,Amravati , other Goregnt departments and NGOs.

Wan wildlife Sanctuary which is contiguous to MedgjhTiger Sanctuary and form a
compact Tiger habitat, has got a famous, old “Shigemple near Dhargad . Every year,
thousands of pilgrims do visit this temple to wapslord Shiva in the month of August.
This time the event took place on"2énd 21 August 2005.

The problem with this traditional event is that thusands of pilgrims who visit the

temple litter in the sanctuary around and on thg twaemple, carry and throw polythene
bags, cook their food, park their vehicles insile sanctuary and pollute the natural
streams flowing through the sanctuary.

More than 10,000 pamphlets, making aware pilgrifasué provisions of the Wildlife

Protection Act 1972 and punishments under the aestiwere produced by Satpuda
Foundation, Akola unit. Mr.Buradkar, Judicial Magde (First Class) Akot released the
informative pamphlet. The pamphlets were distriduae Gullarghat, Shahanur, Amona
road and the premises of temple. NCSA had sentieatidn Van “Duda” to create mass
education among the pilgrims. Duda did the wondeviark and its inverter operated PA



system found very useful to instruct the pilgrinmteging from the entrance gate of the
sanctuary.

The team of Duda van with Police and forest stafffoung Naturalist Award Winner Indrapratap
Thakare educating visitors at display boards.

Education officer and his team made oral announoeroe the illiterate pilgrims who
could not read the pamphlets. Not only this, Dulda played conservation films for two
nights and educated around 6000 visitors. NCSAdigiglayed some display boards and
exhibits, depicting how the whole sanctuary itselike a temple and we must keep our
“sanctuary temple” clean and disturbance free.dRdatap Thakare, a young Naturalist
Award winner, and his team of volunteers Sumit kwii, Ramesh Mali, Chandrahas
Sawant, Anil Mane, Datta Ithape, did the commanel@dib of explaining display boards
to around 2000 pilgraims who visited the informatistall, installed at the Naka near
Wan river.

Mr.Buradkar, JIMFC releasing law information pamphlet produced by Satpuda Foundation.:Education
Officer, Conservation officer, SF Akola District head and their team of volunteers distributing
pamphlets among pilgrims entering from the gate oSanctuary.

People responded well. Duda also assisted Polide~arest department staff. Mr.Amol

Sawant ,District Co-ordinator of Satpuda Foundatiékola unit and his team of

volunteers also covered the area of Dhargad, Shoaiolai tekdi and Narnala Fort to reach
our message to pilgrims and ensuring whether tlédgw the rules of the sanctuary.
They also removed some cooking camps from the 8anct



Mr.Buradkar, Judicial Magistrate (First Class) asled the informative pamphlet.
Mr,Nitin Kakodkar Field Director Melghat Tiger Rese appreciated these collaborative
efforts. Emptienla Ao, Dy.CF (Wildlife Division), Kot, SDO Akot Mr. Ramesh
Ghewande, SDO(Police) Kailash Kanase, ACF Ramesif, JaFO Dhargar Mr.Rajput
were present at the inaugural function.

Education officer of NCSA Mr.Sanjay Rithe, Young tMalist Award winner
Mr.Indrapratap Thakare, Conservation Officer Mrh&k Bansod, Satpuda Foundation,
Akola unit head Mr.Amol Sawant and volunteers Vyatekh Muzumdar, Ravi Landge
and other 15 volunteers of NCSA and SF made theatesuccessful with Forest staff.

22" August 2005: Assistance for Tiger Protection in TAR.

Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve, presently one ofltbst tiger reserves of India, is the
place where one can see Tigers even when the Tayerdacing problems in other
famous Tiger Reserves like Ranthambhor. However R A@iministration could achieve
this remarkable job along with the support of tbeal villagers and active support from
the NGO's.

Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve comprised of TadobdioNal Park and Andhari
sanctuary. Tadoba is the oldest national park éenslate declared in 1955 (As per MP
national Park Act 1955) and spread overl116.55 sq\Wimereas the surrounding forest
area of 508.85 sq.km, looking at its wildlife paiah was declared as Andhari sanctuary
in 1986.The combined area was declared a Projger Reserve in 1995. The entire area
of 625.40 sq.km of TATR is divided in to three Rasyiz-Tadoba, Kolasa and Moharli,
for wildlife management purpose.

There are six villages in the Andhari sanctuary elgnBotezari, Kolasa, Palasgaon,
Rantalodi, Jamani and Navegaon. Other villagesMkdarli, Dewada, Karwa, Piparheti,
Pangadi, Doni ,Zari are situated on the periphdryhe sanctuary, though not inside.
Along with these villages on the periphery, there total 59 villages which support
41,644 human population and equal number of catipailation..

Hence there is tremendous anthropogenic pressome tiese six villages on the TATR
as well as from the villages surrounding to TATRhele is also a constant poaching
pressure on the growing tiger population of TATRefle are many instances when the
steel traps are recovered from some locations droWTR.

Establishing Community Protection force for TATR:

After the Sariska incidence, TATR administratiors haken the precautionary measures
and decided to tighten the protection squads inandnd TATR.The Field Director of
TATR deployed the protection force of local peofpten the surrounding villages around
TATR. This protection force of around 110 selecigming people from the villages
around TATR was given a training from retired Mihy officers.

These 110 people were selected from 16 villagdsiditg 6 villages within the TATR.
The newly trained force have been deployed thridgirotection camps, some of which



are moving at differant strategic places.The ptaiac force was provided some
assistance from the Satpuda Foundation and Wil@ldfieservation Trust.

Assistance from Satpuda Foundation :

The community protection force of 110 youngsterseneeeded the assistance of military
uniforms. Wildlife Conservation Trust (WCT) fundddr this iniative and Satpuda

Foundation distributed a pair of military uniforrm 110 staff members which include
uniform with cap and shoes of worth Rs. 86,600.

Dr.S.H Patil, Conservator of Forest and Field Diveof Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve
(TATR) was impressed to receive this timely helpvettated that “your timely assistance
have helped the community force to perform thetydrifectively and | believe that ,this

way Tigers can be protected.”

1% October 2005:

Mr.Bhaskar Sen joined SF as a Conservation Off(ench Clsuter) for one year.
Bhaskar started the community conservation workugh his community officers. This
was in collaboration with NCSA financially suppattey Born Free.

October 2005 Wildlife Week at Nagpur

Wildlife and environment related films were scregngs a part of Wildlife Week
celebrations. Movies like Bones of Contention, Bimf Indian monsoon, Land of the
Tiger, And Then There was None were screened atSHredipani School hall from
October 1 to 4, 2005. More then 200 kids saw tlmesfi Nature walks were conducted at
the Satpuda Botanical Gardens.

1% October 2005: Wildlife Week at Akola and Akot.

Akot wildlife Division and SF celebrated wildlife eek together and organized several
events. Collector Akola Mr.Eknath Dawale launchezhmpaign to save Tigers at Akola.
Mr.Shrikant Padgilwar released the book markersilewboncluding the week. The
hording was also installed at the prominent placékola, giving message of wildlife
conservation.

October 2005: Donation for the staff of Melghat Tigr Reserve.

The sweaters for the staff of Melghat Tiger Resewere donated by Satpuda
Foundation. This is from the package we had giast year to 80 staff members of
MTR.

The sweaters were handed over to the Field Dirddalghat Tiger Reserve, these to be
distributed to the staff for the coming winter. Helped the staff very much while
delivering their services comfortably.

12th Nov 2005:Celebrating Salim Ali's 109th birthdy



On the occasion of Salim Ali’'s 109th birthday, Kifts Tigers, Nagpur, Nagpur Birds
and Satpuda Foundation, organised a bird watchaigat the Satpuda Botanical Garden
and Telangkhedi Lake to celebrate the day. Foriys kirom Sandipani School’'s
environmental club participated in this trail. Tedsds have already attended a few bird
watching trails earlier, making them conversant hwihe bird names and bird
identification. We spotted 60 bird species; thehhght of the trail was the spotting of
some rare birds like the Marsh Harrier and the Werd-lycatcher. Apart from the birds;
various insects, butterflies, frogs and crabs catighattention of the kids.

The teams were headed by Tarig Sani and Swati &aMNagpur Birds and Jayesh
Paranjape of Kids for Tigers. Mini Das, point teachSatpuda Foundation volunteer
Saurabh Washimkar and Kids for Tigers’ambassadars fNagpur, Rohan and Rohit
Chakravarti were also present.

26" November 2005.: Sagara project opposed.

The Committee appointed by MOEF, Govt of India hesited Pench Tiger Reserve
Maharashtra to inspect the proposed Tunnel joiflioladoh reservoir to Sagara Nalla
through core area of Pench National Park.

It was learnt that the Maharashtra Govt is congigethe proposal of de-reservation of 4.56 Ha
forest land of Pench National Park for digging upuanel of 2.88 km, having approach road to
tunnel of 3.2 km length and 7 m. wide and for hgvenconstruction work on 2.24 ha forest land
of compartment 528,529,531 of Pench National Pahis is for providing the water supply

through Sagara Nalla for irrigation in a cluster sfirrounding villages around PNP in

Maharashtra.

SF strongly opposed the Sagara MI project and sttdnihe request letter to chairman
of the committee. The submission mentioned thaidlithave serious impact on the core
area of PNP Maharashtra and proposed Mansighadetusay.

11" December 2005: Felicitation of Mr.Maruti Chitampalli at AKola.

SF Akola unit had arranged a function to felicitdde.Maruti Chitampalli for getting
elected as Prisident of prestigious Maharashtréy@aB8ammelan and Mr. Vishal Bansod
for getting selected for “Young naturalist award”.



Mr.Amol Sawant, Vimal Bhalerao, Anant Thale, Drlaash Deshmukh prepared the
sketch of Mr.Maruti Chitampalli and presented hikir.Thale of SBI Akola, Dy.CF
(wildlife) Mr.Sindane, Dy.Director (Social ForesjryMr.Kamalakar Dhamagaye,
Dy.Collector Patil were present for the functionaa€hief Guests. Around 150 people
attended the function and also observed the postengbited at the hall.

22" December 2005: Nature Camp at Narnala sanctuary.
SF Akola unit had organized a one day nature campaanala sanctuary in Akola
district. Around 30 students from standard 5,6 @havere participated in the camp.

January 2006: SF Akola organized a Nisarga Yatra.

Satpuda Foundation and Youth Environment ServicéES] jointly organised a
rally “Nisarga Yatra-2006” to spread the message afvironment protection.
A large number of students and environment worlten the city participated in the
rally.

The cycle rally started from Shastri Stadium, wagded off by 11 NCC Mah. Btn Col.
U. W. Patil however Major Prashant Modak gracedftimetion as a chief guest.

The organizations made the efforts to spread thesage of environment protection. The
rally was concluded at Vasant Desai Stadium. Théggaants signed the memorandum
prepared by Satpuda Foundation making an appesvi® tigers. Mr.Sudher Rathod Dy
Tahsiladar was also present on this occasion.

Deepak Joshi, Amol Sawant, Mr. Kailas Kadam, Vée&la Mujumdar,
Sandip Waghadkar , Jayant Ketkar, Ravi LandRgshmita Sawant & Mrs. Kiriti
Sawant took great efforts to make the Nisarga Yaiczess.

3 January to 8" January 2006: Visit to Satpura Tiger Reserve.

The team of SF visited Satpura Tiger Reserve asitedi Dhasai, Podar, Ratibandar and
Churna. The team also visited Dhain village, old aesettled to know the changes after
resettlement.The detail report was prepared armkglan the website.

12" to 14" January 2006 : Review of Tadoba Resettlement work.
Secretary SF visited TATR with Mr.Debi Goenka tdkeareview of progress of
resettlement work from TATR.

15th Jan 2006: Signature Campaign in Nagpur

The Sanctuary Kids for Tigers' Signature Campaigs $tarted with a bang in Nagpur. A
signature scroll is put up in every school andowfly inaugurated with the principal's
signature. In many schools, students have beenrgpddo monitor this activity during
recess or free classes. Some schools have deamddisplay the scrolls during their
Parent-Teachers meetings. Students and teacheyseug up to sign on the scrolls. So
far, 5,000 signatures have been collected from $ochools alone.



A public awareness campaign was also run at theidldnformation System, a leading
software company in Nagpur. Students spoke to thpl@yees about the current tiger
crisis and the purpose of the signature scrollparaging employees to sign up. As a part
of the school fete, which will be celebrated onuag 21, students of St. Ursula's High
School will be are putting up a Kids for Tigersilstat St. Cathedral Church Ground.
Here, they will be dissemenating information toiteis and collecting signatures.
Another public awareness campaign has been schiedole January 29, at the
Maharajbaug zoo and garden.

11th Feb 2006:Nature walk through Maharajbaug

Fifty students from Sandipani High School, Cent@nP High School and Kendriya
Vidyalay participated in a nature trail to Mahamajlg Gardens. Vishal Wankhade and
Jayesh Paranjape, Kids for Tigers' Coordinatorkespabout the importance of trees.
More than 39 species of birds were identified by shudents and Grey Hornbills and
three Spotted Owlets was the main attraction ofrié

February 2006: SF started conservation work around®ench Tiger Reserves on
Satpura Landscape Tiger Project.

Satpuda Foundation started the conservation workelected villages around Pench
Tiger Reserve Maharashtra and Priyadarshini Pergdr Reserve Madhya Pradesh. The
work started in collaboration with NCSA financiallsupported by Born Free
Foundation.

The base station was set up in Turiya, a villagenZzaway from the PPTR entry gate. The
station has office space as well as well-provisibaecommodation arrangement for the
Conservation officer/Field Biologists, Communityfioérs/activists and two guests at a
time. A preliminary survey of most of the villages East and West Pench (within a
regular forest area) both in Madhya Pradesh andakéshtra was rapidly done. It also
contributes to effective planning for later villalgeel conservation actions.

Three field activists cum community officers weeenuited, one each from Ghatpendhari
(MS), Salama (MS) and Turiya(MP). Two bicycles searocured for these three
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Community officers. Field survey for community cengation work was initiated in PTR
and covered 4 villages till September 2005.

The CO for Pench Cluster personally visited sixagiés and had open discussions with
the village heads and senior persons to assesgpi@and magnitude of the problems the
villages are facing. All information had been sysé¢ically documented for future
analysis. Beside the survey work, the Field StaabriTuriya has become the hub of
young aspiring naturalists from surrounding villaggd PPTR. The station caters to the
diverse interest and queries of villagers of ale,atpking interest in conservation of
wildlife. The station had arranged two video filimosvs and extempore question answer
sessions on wildlife, conservation and allied scisjefor village folks, especially
children. Several Bird Watching walks were orgadizdong the village orchards and
inside regular forest areas with young aspiringuradists of the villages.The station and
staff has own the confidence of the village folk$o come to the office with multiple
problems and valuable suggestions for wildlife @wation.

People from surrounding villages, particularly timeemployed youth assemble at the
Field Office and extempore interactive discussitvedd on various subjects to asses
individual's interests and aptitudes. Such clogeractions often lead to finding new
avenues and ideas for rural employment.

The Field Station also provides aids to villagarfesing from minor physical ailments.

It provides simple medicines to the patients fréeast.Education has remained a key
part of conservation activity. Apart from Consergat awareness development, the
Station takes care of individual's aspirations, deeand deficiencies and assists them
with sincere counseling.

Conservation/ Welfare Accomplishments
(From October 2005 to March 2009:

a) Conservation Survey:

The Conservation Officer (Pench Cluster) complaetedservation survey in 27 villages
of Priyadarshini Pench Tiger Reserve. He also cetadlthe same for 19 villages in and
around Pench Tiger Reserve Maharashtra. The hstfages are as follows-

PPTR Madhya Pradeshl)Potiya 2)Dudhagaon 3)Tekadi Rayyat 4)Thuyepdi,
Pulpuldoh 6)Turiya 7) Durgapur 8) Khamrith 9) KolaokO) Patrakala 11) Kokiwada 12)
Patra Kurd 13) Gumtara, 14)Naharzir 15)Erma 16grdt7) Aurghani 18)Karmazari
19)Ambadi 20) Murer 21)Teliya 22)Khamma 23)Sato24pAmzhari 25)Jamuntola 26)
Ghatkohoka 27)Jamtara,

PTR Maharashtra: 1)Usaripar 2)Khapa 3)Kadbikhed&hd)sapar 5)Kirangisarra
6)Wagholi 7)Saora 8)Sallei 9)Pipariya 10)Sillari Jddmuntoyapar 12)Ghatkukda
13)Phulzari (to be resettled) 14)Zinzeriya 15)Gkatthari 16)Narhar 17)Ghoti
18)Wanera 19)Kolitmara
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The SF staff faced initial opposition from Bandfalitmara and Narhar.

b) Employment Survey

The important fact that revealed during the coretgom survey was that the landless
people and un-employed youth from every villagadgtually a worrying factor as far as
conservation of wildlife habitat is concern. Asshdwo sections of the community are
getting dragged in to the trap of traders and helpiaders in illegal collection of MFP,
exploitation of forest produce for commercial pusp@nd poaching etc. it was essential
to address this situation. SF planned a detailedeguwof unemployed youth from these
villages so that we can explore the possibilitygtee them self employment or assist
them to tap other employment opportunities.

The survey of un-employed youth was started inath@vementioned villages of both the
Tiger Reserve. Response to the survey was moddtatiarch 31 st. Ovell50 names of
unemployed youthshave been registered so far froib villages around PPTR and
PTR. Most of these youths were personally interei@vior preliminary aptitude test and
skill identification. The idea of a self-help groufs promoted among the youths.

All together 35 set of documentshave reached the SF field office from employment
seekers in and around Pench TR (cluster) till Garch.

For better trust building and credibility, it iswaecessary for us to look into the names
of youths (age within 30yrs) who have already reged their names in the employment
cell and are educated with specific trainings,lslet and have interest for employment in
specific sectors. Nearly 33 youths, including 4 veonave submitted photocopies of all
their relevant testimonials with hopes that SF wvkiep to its promise to find
opportunities for them.

Keeping in view the candidate’s educational quadifion and other skills, some
candidates are suggested for specific trainingsniess or job opportunities.

Achievements
1) The Conservation survey in 27 villages of PP dRigleted.

2) The team has completed the Conservation Survé9 villages of PTR.
3) The “Employment Survey” of un-employed youth vgtarted and the team could
Collect the information of 150 un-employed youth fao. Most of these youths were

personally interviewed for preliminary aptitudettaad skill identification.

4)The discussions with employment related agentiasing institutes were started so
that we can soon arrange some programmes for merabEmployment cell.

5) Community officers have started the work of iafezation of community leaders to
form community network for taking village level c®rvation actions.
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6)The team of community officers in PTR has docutee@rvillage wise conservations
issues, problems and suggestions so that we cangarmeetings of community leaders
with respective Government officers.

7) The similar work is in progress in PPTR.

8) The conservation team helped Mobile Health WhINCSA to successfully arrange
Medical Camps at Karmazari (41), Potiya (101), Kah@66), Patrai (80), Tekadi (71),
Thuyyapani (356), Khamrith (89) and Kumbpani (78)ound 880 patients were treated
in these camps and medicine was distributed to fineenof cost.

9) The identification of community leaders, who &awnfluence on the section of
community in a village and also have a genuine eondor village welfare and

conservation, was started by the team. The dataceléected from the following seven
villages Potiya, Turiya, Kohoka, Teliya, Satoshdakhma and Khamrite. The work is in
progress for rest of the villages in PPTR and PTR.

10) The intelligence gathering work regarding paaghand trade was also started in
Pench Cluster. We shall soon start working on ma@rmation and start arranging raids
with Tiger Reserve authority.

11) The discussions started with Government offic#vout the conservation issues in
given villages. It will help in conducting commupitneetings soon.

12) Community officers also assisted the BNHS etloiedJnit in arranging film shows
in PTR Maharashtra.

5" March 2006 KFT Annual Tiger Fest at Nagpur
More than 1300 kids attended the Annual Tiger Fasfanized by ‘Kids for Tigers’ and
Satpuda Foundation, here at the Hislop College @tswn & March 2006.

Eighteen renowned schools participated in varicumpetitions in the Fest. The most
popular drawing competition had more than 150 sitglparticipating in it. The themes
given to the students for the competition were ‘Mgvourite Animal’, ‘Scene in the
Forest’, and ‘Wildlife of India in 2050’, which déred according to the age group.

The face painting competition which had 22 partatipg teams proved to be a huge
success. A student was supposed to draw an anat@ldn his partner’'s face. The tiger
face was the most painted animal in this competitio

A unique event started this year in Nagpur wasTibshirt Painting Competition. The
theme (Save the Tiger) was given to the students waek in advance. Students
displayed their talent by depicting the conceptuti&adly. The final result was amazing.
The t-shirt looked as if they were designed andtedi by professional artists.
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The Dance/Drama Competition has schools performongstage and giving out a
message related to wildlife or the environment.d§zani School was adjudged as the
winner in this category. They presented a skit rhrfddanushya Prani Hazir Ho”, a
courtroom drama with the lion as the judge, wildhaals as victims and human being as
the convict! Bal Mandir Primary School explaine@ tmportance of Garbage Separation
through a sangeet-natak.

The Fancy Dress Competition had more than 20 stageforming. The winners were a
variety of animal species, from a dying vulturetidissed by the new human drugs to a
chicken distressed by the Bird-Flu virus!

The Stall Decoration Competition saw 7 schools deary the stalls with themes related
to forests and environment. The winner was Ramédsn@ak English School, where the
students had decorated the stall depicting ForesiMildlife Conservation.

To encourage the students and schools to be afdis green movement called KFT, 9
best students and one Tiger Ambassador are seletedespect to their performance
with the KFT programme throughout the year. Rohitakravarty from Centre Point
School was declared as the ‘Tiger Ambassador’ @252 All these 10 best students will
be attending a Nature Camp at Tadoba Tiger Resetaiy free of cost.

There was a Wildlife Photo Gallery, where photopsgpcharts, and other material
related to wildlife was displayed. The ‘Save theéri petitions scrolls, which were
signed by schools in the month of January, were ditsplayed at the fest.

The Prize Distribution Ceremony was held by thedsanf Mr. Sanjay Kumar, Area
Manager, Heinz India, Mr. C.S. Kaptan, a renowneghHCourt advocate, Mr. Shyam
Dhond, renowned Marathi author, Mr. P. Shibu, fideinz India and Mr. Kishor Rithe,
Secretary, Satpuda Foundation.

Apart from the students of the participating schothe fest was attended by a crowd of
more than 2000 people which consisted of childpaments, teachers, wildlife enthusiasts
and other citizens of Nagpur. Mr. Sarpe (ACF, Pg¢raid the Pench Tiger Reserve staff
were also present at the fest.

The members from the local units of Satpuda Fouoabh Amravati, Akola, and Pench

(MP and Maharashtra), along with the KFT voluntdersk painstaking efforts to make
this event a grand success.
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